CHAPTER VI
THE LAW.   THE SCRIBES.   THE SYNAGOGUES

I

THE TOKAH

E keystone of this whole edifice of priestly authority
JL was the Torah. In its name the High Priest, the priest-
hood, and the Temple itself as an institution, claimed and
exacted the obedience of Israel. The word Torah means
" doctrine" or " teaching," in particular, " religious teaching."
It is generally rendered by the Law, following the Septuagint,
and also Josephus and Paul, who use d vo'/iog; but this is not
an exact equivalent. The term Law, with its suggestion of
formalism, rigidity and dryness, fails to represent the infinite
variety of meaning in the word Torah.1 The sovereignty of
the Torah is one of the essential factors of Late Judaism and
demands special attention, The Law had always been the
central interest of the Jews, but it had never attained, before
the exile, the absolute and despotic sway which it exercised
over post-exilic Judaism.2 This was due in part to the deter-
mination of the priesthood of the Return, but above all to the
disappearance of that natural check to formalism, the pheno-
menon of Prophecy.

At the beginning of the Restoration prophecy as an institution
was already at the point of death,3 though it produced Haggai
and Zechariah. It seems strange to find Nehemiah, who played
an important part in the reorganization of Israel after the
Return, placing the prophets in the enemy camp. " Remember"
he says, " 0 my God, Tobiah and Sanballat according to their
misdeeds, and also the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the

1 Bibliography :    LXXV,   ii,   305 f.;    464 f.;    CCLIII,   119 jjf.;
CCLXm, 60 #;  XXXffl, 30 #.

2 LXXV, ii, 305.

3 LIX, 238.   It is quite possible that the disappearance of prophetic
activity has been exaggerated, and that although the institution had
decayed the tendency persisted.   The careers of John the Baptist and
of Jesus himself constitute arguments of some weight in favour of such
a view.

62